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Hamfest is a Success Fest
The 22nd annual EGARA Hamfest was another great success, with a nice 
turnout of area Hams despite the late May weather that was chilly and rainy.  
The day also saw a strong turnout by club members who made everything 
go smoothly at the East Greebush Town Park.  The many hands helped to 
get everything ready early Saturday morning and in record time -- especially 
because the club was unable to do prep work Friday evening because the 
facility was being used for another event.  

In addition to many great deals on Amateur Radio gear, those who attended 
had the chance to win one of two dozen great prizes provided by the 
Hamfest’s many sponsors which are featured on page XX.  The big winner 
of the day was Robert Zautner, KD2JRM, who won the $250 Grand Prize, 
the First Prize of a Radioddity HF-009 Portable HF Antenna kit, AND 
a $25 ARRL gift certificate.  He had increased his chances of winning by 
purchasing Extra Chance tickets and it clearly paid off!

The club was also able to sell many of the items donated to it by a local estate.  Meanwhile, several Hams who brought gear 
to sell said they did well because the chilly weather helped keep potential buyers inside the Red Barn building.  Six new 
members also joined the club, taking advantage of a Hamfest special of $10 for a one-year membership.

And, once again, EGARA’s Hamfest crew looked sharp thanks to the custom T-shirts designed and printed by club member 
Joe Ostering, N2CJF, who owns Riverview Stitch and Print.  A photo album of Hamfest 2026 is on page 2, along with the 
list of winners on page 3.

Country True Value Makes a Donation
Country True Value Hardware in East 
Greenbush has donated $200 worth of 
top quality Benjamin Moore Aura paint 
to EGARA.  

The donation was arranged by club member Don Mayotte, KB2CDX, who 
works at the store.  In return, the club has provided a tax deduction letter as a 
501c3 educational non-profit organization.

The club plans to ask Rensselaer County Search and Rescue if it would like the 
paint to be used to freshen up its main meeting room and possibly the kitchen 
if the five gallons donated to the club provides sufficient coverage.

Those attending the club’s 22nd Hamfest 
found lots of great deals on gear
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Photo Gallery: Hamfest 2026

May 30, 2026



Sidebands 
The Newsletter of the East Greenbush Amateur Radio AssociationJune 2026

Page 3

And the Hamfest Winners Are...
 Congratuations to all of EGARA’s 2026 Hamfest Prize Winners!

•	 Robert Zautner, KB2JRM: $250 Grand Prize, Radioddity Antenna Kit, $25 ARRL Gift Certificate
•	 Jason Mantor, KD2WZX, 2026 ARRL Handbook
•	 Dave Smith, WA2WAP, 50/50 Drawing
•	 Rick Jacks, KC2HTV, $50 ARRL Gift Certificate
•	 Chris D’Allaird, AK2CD, EZ Button & KB6NU No Nonsense eBook Gift Certificate
•	 Bill Nettleton, K2BX, E-Z Way Books “Get on HF”
•	 David Jaegar, Jr., K2DEJ, E-Z Way Books, “Pass Your Extra Class License Study Guide
•	 Steve Novak, KA2EXB, Mouser Electronics, Active Learning Kit
•	 Matt Saplin, W2SAP, $25 ARRL Gift Certificate
•	 Nick Field, KD2JCR, E-Z Button & E-Z Way Books “How to Work DX Guide”
•	 Frank Wickham, WQ2Q, E-Z Way Books “Amateur Radio Prepper Guide”
•	 Carl Wedekind, WG2E, RT System Radio Programming Software Gift Certificate
•	 Norbert Van Buren, N3RBY, $50 DX Engineering Gift Certificate
•	 Myron Getman, KB2DSR, KB6NU No Nonsense eBook Gift Certificate
•	 Timothy Leslie, NA2W, Buckmaster International Ham Call Database CD
•	 Andy Sullivan, KC2WWJ, N3FJP Logging Software Gift Certificate
•	 Lily Leslie, AD2FJ, Mouser Electronics Experimenter Kit
•	 Gina Pendolino,  KC2QJC, Gift Basket Raffle
•	 Bob Crepeau, WB2SHZ, Wouxun KG-UVN1 DMR Radio Raffle

Buying “Extra Chance” Tickets 
Paid Off Big for KB2JRM!

Robert Zautner bought Extra chance tickets at the Hamfest 
and won THREE prizes, including the $250 Grand Prize, the 
First Prize of a Radioddity HF vertical antenna kit, and a 
$25 ARRL Gift Certificate!

The club began selling the Extra Chance tickets a few years 
ago as a way to earn additional funds for the club treasury 
and it has proven to be a success at every Hamfest since.

Plus, it’s a wise investment -- as KB2JRM can attest!
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Next Club Event!  Field Day!
Field Day 2026 is coming right up on the weekend of June 

27th and 28, and once again EGARA will be participating!

ARRL Field Day brings together EGARA members and Amateur 
Radio operators from all over the U.S. and Canada. The theme 
for 2025 Field Day is “Radio Connects” -- highlighting the 
many ways that wireless technology connects people across 
distances near and far.  The event is part cookout, practice for 
emergencies, informal contesting, and most of all, fun! ARRL 
Field Day is the most popular ham radio activity held annually 
on the fourth weekend in June each year. It draws more than 
31,000 hams, together with radio clubs, schools, and friends.

Plans for EGARA’s participation in the annual event will be discussed at the club’s June meeting and members are 
urged to attend so job assignments and operating scheduling can be set up.  The club expects to start its Field Day 
activities with a membership breakfast on Saturday, June 27th.  The menu will include eggs, pancakes, breakfast 
sausage, and hot beverages.  During the event, the club will also provide hamburgers, cheeseburgers, and snacks.  
Cold soda and water will also be available.  After breakfast, club members will set up the two HF stations and 
antennas, plus the computers for logging contacts.

EGARA uses Field Day as an opportunity to practice emergency 
communications readiness.  It also provides an opportunity to 
let the general public see how Amateur Radio can serve in an 
emergency.  Hams are well-known for their communications 
support in real disaster and post-disaster situations.  Despite 
the development of very complex, modern communications 
systems — or maybe because they are so complex — ham 
radio has been called into action, again and again, to provide 
communications in crises when it really matters.

Amateur radio also inspires the next generation of technical leaders by providing a hands-on sandbox where 
students gain experience in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  And, for 
those with a competitive spirit, Field Day stations compete to make radio contacts with as many other stations as 
possible while learning to operate radio equipment in challenging situations and less-than-optimal conditions. 
These same skills are used by EGARA members  who volunteer to help with non-emergency events such as 
marathons, walk-a-thons and events such as parades. 

Field Day is also an opportunity to work the HF bands for members who hold a Technician class license, or who 
have yet to get their license, as they can be covered by club members with higher class General and Amateur Extra 
tickets.

Members who wish to review Field Day rules for 2026 will find them at: 
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2026/2026-Field-Day-Rules.pdf.
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News & Notes

EGARA Sidebands Newsletter Added to Internet Archives
All issues of EGARA’s Sideband newsletter have been added to The Internet 
Archive, a digital library of written materials,  web pages, cultural artifacts, audio 
recordings and videos in digital form.  The Archive reached out in May to club 
President Bryan Jackson, W2RBJ, requesting that it be allowed to add Sidebands 
to its section containing Amateur Radio materials.

Like a paper library, the Internet Archive provides free access to researchers, 
historians, scholars, people with print disabilities, and the general public. Its 
mission is to provide “Universal Access to All Knowledge.”  Today, it contains 
over 30 years of web history accessible through its Wayback Machine and it 
works with 1,400+ libraries and other partners through its “Archive-It” program 
to identify important web pages and content.

The archive currently contains more than one trillion web pages, 56 million books and texts, 13 million audio recordings, 
15 million videos, including 3.3 million Television News programs, 5.3 million images and 1.3 million software programs. 
The Internet Archive serves millions of people each day and is one of the top 300 web sites in the world.  A single copy of the 
Internet Archive library collection occupies 200+ Petabytes of server space.  It is funded through donations, grants, and by 
providing web archiving and book digitization services for its partners.

Digital copies of Sidebands are achived at: https://archive.org/details/egara-sidebands.  Visitors to the site can use the 
search “text contents” field to do a full-text search on all issues, or click “Date Published” to sort by publication date.

Milestone: FM Stereo Began First In the Capital District 65 Years Ago
On April 19, 1961, the FCC adopted the standard for FM stereo broadcasting.  
Less than two months later, at 12:01 a.m. on June 1, 1961, Schenectady’s WGFM 
became the first station in the United States to broadcast a stereo signal.  At the 
time, it was owned by General Electric.

Broadcasters had experimented with stereo as early as the 1920s using two AM 
stations, and later by pairing AM and FM signals, but those approaches required 
multiple frequencies and receivers. A practical method for transmitting stereo 
over a single FM channel had remained out of reach for years.

In the late 1950s, fourteen FM stereo systems were submitted to the FCC.  After evaluation,   eight were judged 
acceptable and six advanced to field testing in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, using KDKA-FM (Pittsburgh) as the 
test transmitter.  The systems developed by General Electric and Zenith proved to be very similar and emerged 
as the leading candidates.

The FCC approved a compatible multiplex system based on the combined GE-Zenith design.  Its key advantage 
was backward compatibility, as mono receivers continued to receive the main channel, while stereo receivers 
decoded separate left and right audio.  The system was subsequently adopted widely all over the  world.

The first records WGFM aired were from bandleader Enoch Light’s Command label.  Those recordings were 
known for their extreme stereo separation --  and were broadcast to emphasize the new broadcasting technology.
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EGARA April Meeting Minutes
•	 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  Introductions were made by all members (16) and guests (2) present.

•	 President, Bryan Jackson W2RBJ made his report:

•	 Jackson noted that the 147.270MHz VHF repeater antenna had been relocated to higher on the former WTEN 
analog tower, allowing for a much better footprint compared to the original location, significantly boosting access 
to the repeater.  Jackson also noted that the cost to relocate the repeater was $1,129.00 with $3,500.00 worth of 
time and equipment donated by Bob Isby K2RHI. Jackson added that three gift cards were purchased for Bob and 
his crew as a way to show appreciation for the time they donated.

•	 Jackson stated that Isby also adjusted the .270 machine to eliminate the Squelch opening periodically.  Isby also 
ran coax for a new UHF repeater feed line, and that the club was searching for a new antenna to complete the 
installation which would use the club;s existing Yaesu repeater.  Steve Van Sickle WB2HPR tuned the repeater’s 
duplexer in preparation for the new system.

•	 Jackson noted the club gained three new members: George Muellecker W1GRM from Averill Park, William 
Fleming KD2NVT from Schenectady, and Mike Conte KA2FPZ from Switzerland.

•	 Jackson stated that George Muellecker W1GRM donated his inactive 440 repeater frequencies to EGARA, 
449.350 and 444.350 MHz.

•	 Jackson noted that the club recently purchased a mini-fridge for $30.00 to use at the repeater site for beverages 
during work details and that the club started mowing the lawn at the repeater site with additional grounds 
maintenance to follow.

•	 Jackson reported that the club renewed the Mobile Beacon Wi-Fi for Search and Rescue, $120.00 for one year of 
unlimited Internet service.

•	 Jackson noted that the USS Slater invited EGARA to the Museums Ship’s Weekend on June 6th and 7th on the 
anniversary of D-Day.  All interested in attending should contact Steve, W2TRH at 518.258.1421.

•	 Jackson noted that the upcoming Hamfest was scheduled for Saturday, May 30th at the East Greenbush Town Park, 
all hands on deck were needed to help work the Hamfest, Walt Snyder N2WJR would handle job assignments.  
Prizes had already been acquired from the event’s many sponsors.

•	 Jackson stated that tables at the Hamfest would cost $15.00 and included an admission ticket, and that a gift 
basket raffle still needed to be acquired.  Gina Pendolino, KC2QJC, said she would take care of it.

•	 Lastly, Jackson noted that the Hamfest gear and estate sale equipment needed to be organized and staged to 
ensure a smooth setup, and that he would schedule a time to accomplish that task.

•	 Vice President’s Report:  Vice President Matt Saplin W2SAP made his report and noted that he, Walt, and Chris 
(AK2CD) had a small work party at the repeater site on May 2nd.

•	 Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Peter Brickman, KD2YLG reported on club expenses and bank balances, including 
payments for Internet service and expenses related to the VHF repeaeter upgrades. No other comments were 
made.

•	 Secretary’s Report:  Secretary David Jaeger, K2DEJ had nothing to report.

•	 Board of Directors Report:  · There were no comments from the Board of Directors.

•	 Member Updates:  There were no comments from Members.

•	 The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM. 
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The synchronized beats of Canadian time station CHU might be etched in your mind.  Perhaps it’s the voice 
announcements — in both English, with the voice of former CBC announcer Harry Mannis, and in French, with 
the voice of Radio-Canada’s Simon Durivage.  But on June 22, that time signal will be shut down forever.  The 
National Research Council of Canada has revealed its decision to silence shortwave station CHU.

CHU uses three shortwave frequencies, via upper single sideband, to provide time signal service. The trio of 3330, 
7850 and 14670 kHz originate from one of three atomic clocks located at the transmitter site operated by the NRC, 
about nine miles southwest of Ottawa, Ontario.

But, with shortwave signals traveling well beyond 
nationwide borders, the station has received listener 
reports from around the world since it first began 
operations.  Millions of users, meanwhile, rely on 
the NRC’s Time Signal-based services, along with 
government departments, for Coordinated Universal 
Time (UTC) network time synchronization.  Those 
services are also available via telephone and over the 
web, and NRC says it is shifting efforts to maintaining 
those aspects, including safeguarding the accuracy and 
continuity of the time signal.

The decision for the shortwave shutdown was determined by several factors according to the NRC.  The station’s 
infrastructure, it said, is at the end of its useful life and experiencing regular failures.  The 1960s-era 3330 and 
14670 kHz transmitters run at 3 kW, while the 7850 kHz transmitter runs at 5 kW, according to the NRC Canada 
website.  It  uses three antenna towers.

“Replacing the infrastructure and maintaining the service would be costly,” an NRC spokesperson said.  Going 
forward, NRC will be focusing on aspects of maintaining the official time signal that it said are used most regularly.  
Time synchronization can be used via the NRC’s web clock, telephone talking clock and Network Time Protocol.

The decision comes at a time when the NRC has outlined a multi-year strategy to cut spending, including an 
approximately $95 million reduction for the coming fiscal year, growing to a $190 million reduction of expenditures 
by 2028–29.  “The government is committed to restraining the growth of day-to-day operational spending to 
make investments that will grow the economy and benefit Canadians,” NRC said on its website.  The NRC’s core 
science and research budget is approximately $1.72 billion for the upcoming fiscal year.  The reductions will also 
involve a decrease of approximately 510 full-time staff.

The idea behind CHU was to provide accurate time-keeping information to people across Canada, especially 
those in rural and remote areas who needed accurate time and didn’t have local access to it.  CHU was launched 
as experimental station 9CC at the Dominion Observatory in Ottawa.  Regular time broadcasts began using the 
callsign VE9OB in 1929. It became CHU in 1938, and in 1947, the station was moved to its current site.

The U.S. counterpart, WWV, was also placed on the chopping block in Trump’s 2019 presidential budget. It called 
for a 34 percent cut in National Institute of Standards and Technology funding and would have eliminated WWV 
and WWVB in Colorado and WWVH on the island of Kauai in Hawaii.  Ultimately, funding was preserved for 
the three stations.  

-continued on page 8-

Time Station CHU to be Silenced by $$ Cuts

Transmitter site of Canadian time station CHU, 
near Ottawa, Ontario.
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Canadian Time Station CHU to be Silenced...
Proponents of both CHU and WWV say they stand 
as the ultimate resilient backup for the time-reliant 
systems that depend on satellite-based GPS, in part due 
to the nature of shortwave radio waves, which bounce 
off the ionosphere and travel thousands of miles across 
the continent and beyond.   These supporters say in 
a crisis where the satellite systems are compromised, 
these ground-based transmitters would continue to 
broadcast accurate UTC time.

Canada’s NRC says that due diligence was conducted 
before determining the shutdown plan of CHU and 
took into account remote and northern Canadian 
communities, as well as maritime operators in the 
Atlantic Ocean.  “This work confirmed the availability 
of official time through alternative mechanisms 

meeting a variety of use cases considered most critical,” 
an NRC spokesperson said.

Researchers rely on time signals from stations such as CHU, as well as WWV and WWVH in the U.S., as an 
HF radio beacon source, which can serve a variety of endeavors.  The Ham Radio Science Citizen Investigation 
believes the service CHU provides is not replicated by other systems.  “CHU signals, as they propagate toward 
ever-expanding radio receiver networks distributed across the U.S. and Canada, experience significant variations 
in frequency, amplitude and phase,” the group said in its statement.

Those observations through receivers such as software-defined radios, the group said, allows better understanding 
of the physics behind the variations and advances space weather knowledge.  The group’s statement cited members 
of the HamSCI community who actively use CHU as a propagation beacon for frontier and independent research projects.

“Radio broadcasting for all kinds of purposes has proven resilient for more than 100 years,” said Steve Herman, 
who writes for Voice of America. “Other technologies have supplemented it but not subsumed it -- and for good 
reason -- as we’ve seen when more modern technologies fail to get the job done.”

Equipment used to send accurate UTC time 
over CHU’s three shortwave frequencies

CHU History...
The call letters CHU were first used for Canadian time transmission in 1938, on the frequencies, 3330 kHz, 7335 
(7850 since 2009) kHz and 14670 kHz.  Before 1938 the call letters were VE9OB. 

Continuous transmissions at a wavelength of 20.4 meter started in 1933, joining 40.8 and 90 meter transmissions, 
which began in 1929 (daytime only). Daily transmission on a wavelength of 52.5 meters began in 1928 under the 
call letters 9CC (later VE9CC), but ceased with the startup of 40.8 meter operation.  9CC had started experimental 
time transmission in 1923 on 275 meters, and station 3AF had operated in 1922.

There has been quite a change in equipment and accuracy over the years, but the largest improvement 
was with the change to cesium atomic clocks in 1967.  Before April 1, 1990, CHU’s time announcements 
were given as Eastern Standard Time. Since that time CHU’s time announcements have been given as 
Coordinated Universal Time (UTC). 
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Please Support EGARA’s 
Hamfest Sponsors and Corporate Partners!
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June  11, 2026 @ 7 pm - Regular Monthly Club Meeting, 
Search & Rescue Building - Club Elections.

 June 27-28, 2026 - Field Day Weekend

The East Greenbush Amateur Radio Association

Organized in 1998, by Bert Bruins, N2FPJ, (SK) and Chris Linck, 
N2NEH, the East Greenbush Amateur Radio Association, an ARRL 
affiliate, is committed to providing emergency services, educational 
programs, and operating resources to amateur radio operators and 
residents of the Capital Region of New York State.  The club station 
is W2EGB. The club also has several VHF and UHF repeaters open 
to club members and the public.

GEAR FOR SALE

Sell your unused gear with a 
free ad in Sidebands and online!

Send details to: EGARAradio@gmail.com

Pro Tip: A Handier Band Plan

If you’re new to Amateur Radio -- or only use certain 
bands most of the time -- it’s sometimes a challenge 
to remember the frequencies of each and the operator 
privileges of each license class.

Thankfully, ARRL has developed a handy and smaller 
card that can replace the larger Band Plan that ARRL 
has printed on 8.5 x 11 inch stock.  EGARA purchased 
a pack of the cards and they are free for members who 
would like one.

•	 Powerwerx SS-dv Switching Power Supply, $75

•	 Powerwerx Base Enclosure, $20

•	 Powerwerx DB 750X, Dual Band, one year old, 
asking $200.

Contact: Walt Synder, N2WJR
n2wjr07@gmail.com

-------------------------------------------------


